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Many cities and towns across the world, once centres of social, economic and cultural growth, are now
finding themselves in a shrinking situation - a widespread pattern of our current times - a decline visible more at
the level of demographic and socio-economic processes. This condition has led to new forms of poverty and
inequality, to new disparities and loss of identities which occur both at large scale of territory and at small scale
of neighbourhoods. In the last decades, in Romania, the most affected territories by these insidious degradation
processes are peripheral areas- even it's about the city outskirts or the periphery within the central area, and have
led to the expense of urban life quality, with multiple negative effects. These problematically nuanced and plural
situations have gone on to render the current traditional top-down planning of city development as ineffective
and passive in coping with these newfound realities of crisis-like conditions. In the context of Romanian small
and medium size towns, with little to no available economic resources, and choked by a bureaucracy allied with
corruption at all levels, emerge the opportunity to consider alternative approaches of the urban decline, engaging
more with new and finer tools adapted to local conditions, working with a small-scale, soft- tools and bottom-up
view of planning, dealing with immediate resources and with the citizens' participation.
The paper aims to mirror the actual planning paradigm based on control methodologies, authoritarian
decisions, lack or public participation and bureaucratic processes of the planning processes and the alternative
methods of addressing the city, using a new framework, helpful both for research and planning: the Urban
Laboratory and one of its tools -The Urban Markers - especially created to serve the new methods of analyzes the
city.
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